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Dear Russell,

Thank you for agreeing to review the paper : Spiritual Advisors and Old Age
Psychiatry in the United Kingdom (06-07-09). Please acknowledge receipt at once,
either by email or by fax using the form at the foot of this document.

Please complete and return the enclosed Reviewers Checklist. We value additional
comments on attached sheets of paper for feedback to the authors. Copies of those
comments (without the reviewer's name) will be sent to the author(s). Return the
manuscript only if you have heavily marked it with comments which might be beneficial
to the author(s). Please do not make explicit recommendations for acceptance or
rejection of the paper in the “comments for authors” section. Please confine any such
comments (which we welcome) to the confidential appraisal for the editor. At present,
because of a high volume of submissions and limited space in the journal, we can accept
no more than 30% of submitted papers for publication. Sometimes it is necessary for
the editor to reject a paper even when at least one reviewer believes it to be publishable.

Many papers which we receive are written by people whose first language is not English.
If commenting on spelling, grammar and English style, please ensure that what you say
will be constructive and helpful to the authors. Pejorative comments such as “there are
numerous errors of grammar and spelling” are best confined to the confidential section
for the editor alone. Our copyeditor is very good at improving papers with incorrect or
inappropriate use of the English language. If the scientific content is worthy of
publication we will ensure that sufficient help is given to the authors to ensure that the
final version of the paper is rendered into intelligible English.

Return of your review is requested on or around: 20™ August 2009

If you are unable to review this paper within this time frame, please inform Marilyn Kemp
- Editorial Assistant, via phone, fax or e-mail. | and our authors value your rapid
response which enhances the reputation of the journal and encourages future
submissions. Please contact us if you have any questions. Thank you in advance for
your prompt assistance in evaluating the paper.

Yours sincerely

David Ames
Editor-in-Chief
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Instructions for Manuscript Reviewers

Manuscript Title:  Spiritual Advisors and Old Age Psychiatry in the United Kingdom (06-
07-09).

Return of review is requested on or around: 20" August 2006
Reviewer: Russell D’'Souza
There are three parts to our manuscript review process:

X A summary analysis of the paper with recommendations about
acceptance, revision, or rejection. A financial conflict of interest disclosure
is also included. This part is confidential.

X A brief appraisal for the editor, which should give a frank account of the
strengths and weaknesses of the article. This part is confidential too. If
you think the paper needs further assessment by a statistician say so
(and say why) here.

X A detailed appraisal for the author(s), which should be divided into major
comments and minor comments, with annotations given according to page
and paragraph. This part is sent to the author(s). Some reviewers may
wish to sign their comments; if a sighature is appended, this will be
forwarded to the authors. Otherwise your identity will be kept
confidential.

If you would like to consult one or more colleagues, please indicate their
assistance in your comments to the editor.

We do not routinely advise reviewers the outcome of the review process for
each paper that they review. Accepted papers appear in the journal
eventually, though sometimes papers that we would be happy to accept if
revised are never revised and returned to us. If you would like to be informed
of the outcome of the review process for this paper please indicate this in your
brief appraisal for the editor.

Please fax or e-mail your review to us at + 61 3 9816 0432 or
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Confidential brief appraisal and comments for the editor

This paper has practical implications for understanding the
importance and challenges in offering the important Dimension of
spiritual domain- an accepted part of whole person care. An
aspect of need and importance to the elderly as seen in surveys.
The united Kingdom has been in the fore front in recognising this
and the positive influence it can have in well-being. The NHS
incorporating chaplaincy service and the College of Health Care
chaplaincy that brings a professional standards are useful for
others who might pursue this direction. This survey which has been
conducted gives a useful insight into many practical issues in such
area as attitudes to pastoral care. A draw back might be reflected in
the true meaning of the multi-faith group for health care chaplaincy
in this study the minorities taking part were under represented and
thus this mighty not fully reflect accurately the attitudes of all and
certainly the complete need for training dimensions that this survey
has identified. This is of some relevance in the current atmosphere
that prevails in many western countries and importantly in United
Kingdom. All the same there is a confirmation and replication of
earlier surveys that have found important avenues of coping
through reassurance, invoking hope and that support for patients
facing life more so in the elderly. The results showing that these are
linked with the important need of meaning and resolution that the
chaplaincy was able to support. Although there are areas of
weakness in the methodology on balance it address an important
area where relatively less evidence is available. Thus we believe its
publication will be beneficial to the professional and public that
might endeavour to support a similar college of chaplaincy
professionals in other parts of the world

Dr Russell D’Souza
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Spiritual Advisors and Old Age Psychiatry in the United Kingdom (06-07-09).

Manuscript Title

Please group your remarks into major comments and minor comments, with
annotations given according to page and paragraph.
Remarks to authors are presented anonymously.

COMMENTS FOR AUTHORS:

There is a biased representation of the faith community and this might have
had some impacts on some of the responses

While dealing with end the end of life issues are very important to this group,
There are significant avenues beyond this area and ethics that chaplaincy
pastoral care work are able to substantially contribute. This might also reflect a
skewered representation of the sample.

Over all this survey replicates, validates and adds new information in an area
that is emerging as very important not only in the elderly but to the spectrum of
patients with physical and mental problems where there is now a renewed
focus on well-being.

It will also be a useful guide to setting up of college of health care chaplaincy
professionals in many countries where there is a growing acknowledgement of
the need of quality health care chaplaincy professional
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VERY IMPORTANT
NOTICE

PLEASE FAX OR E-MAIL THIS SHEET BACK TO

OUR OFFICE AS NOTIFICATION THAT YOU HAVE

SAFELY RECEIVED THIS MANUSCRIPT.

Spiritual Advisors and Old Age Psychiatry in the United Kingdom (06-07-09).

Reviewer: Russell D'Souza

Please FAX or e-mail your response promptly

Attn: Marilyn Kemp - IPAJ Editorial Assistant
Fax: + 61 3 9816 0432

e-mail: ipaj-ed@unimelb.edu.au
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